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Chocolate: A sweet treat with a dark side...
Last update: 08/04/2014

Mars bars, KitKats, Hersheys, Ferrero Rocher....
Whatever your favourite may be, we all indulge in chocolate. We love it. We each have our favourite bars, our
favourite brands. Our favourite time, our favourite place to enjoy it.
But what if you knew that you could walk into any given cocoa field at any time and find a child who doesn't speak
the local language swinging a machete?

This is what journalists Miki Mistrati and Ange Aboa found when they investigated the cocoa industry in Ghana and
Cote d'Ivoire in 2012.
The screening of their film, Shady Chocolate, was held in the Menuhin space on the first of April at the EP as part of
the One World Film Festival, which shows films about human rights abuses all around the world.
"To buy a child was €230. And then I had that kid forever"
"I'm just a journalist," said Mr Mistrati after the screening, which was followed by a debate featuring MEPs, the
journalists themselves and others, including Sakharov Laureate Hauwa Ibrahim and the director of UNICEF Philippe
Cori.
Mr Mistrati spoke about the children in the cocoa fields, whom he said were often victims of trafficking.
"To buy a child was €230," he said. "And then I had that kid forever."
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A representative of Caobisco, a body which aims to promote chocolate, biscuit and cake industry in Europe, was
present in the audience.
"We recognise fully that there is an issue that needs to be tackled," she said, but stressed that "It's not just an industry
issue, but industry in partnership."
A representative from Reporters Without Borders agreed. After reminding the crowd of another reporter who was
killed in the Ivory Coast while investigating the cocoa industry, he said:
"The first responsibility (for this) is not Nestlé's. It is the state's."
Parliament's Vice-President Edward McMillan-Scott had strong words on the subject.
"Europe needs to put teeth into our policies," he said, adding that no child under 9 should be allowed to work and
that every child should have at least 2 hours of schooling per day.
"These were conditions that were brought into law in the UK in 1833," he said, finishing emphatically with: "Shame
on you, Côte d'Ivoire!"
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